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Upcoming Events 
 
July 10, 2001 -- Monthly luncheon (1130–1300) Dr. R. Lerseth – Summer Fellowship 
August, 2001 -- No Monthly Luncheon 
September 11, 2001 --  Monthly luncheon (1130–1300) JSF , Bill Wilson (Boeing) 

 
 July 10 Luncheon: West Point Summer Seminar in Military History 
                                                                Dr. R. Lerseth/XO ANA Whidbey 
 

Hell on the Hudson!! A man of many letters, our very own Roger 
Lerseth, Ph.D. in Political Science/CDR USN(Ret.)/VP/XO ANA 
Whidbey  will present lessons learned as a Fellow in the 2001 West Point 
Summer Seminar in Military History or as Roger calls it, "Sleeping with 
the Enemy: A Month on the Hudson."  Roger just returned from USMA 
where he had the opportunity to play with some of the brightest minds in 
military history (and mess with Army thinking in the process). The 

USMA Summer Military History Seminar is renowned as one of the finest programs for 
developing academic understanding about how warfare, the military and civil-military relations 
have shaped world history in general. It also provides a look at those who will "profess" the 
subject it the future. Roger returned from his experience at West Point with some thoughts 
about all that: the process, the people and the history." 

 

June 12 Luncheon: VAL-4 Black Ponies, Capt Gil Winans, USN (Ret.)  
 

Once again the Whidbey Island Squadron faithful gathered at the NUW 
O’Club for yet another in a series of outstanding presentations. This 
time, the featured speaker was one of our own: Capt. Gil Winans, Spad-
driver extraordinaire and the first commanding officer the Black Ponies 
of VAL-4, the Navy’s highly light attack and OV-10 Bronco outfit of 
the Vietnam War.  
   As the other senior leadership was delayed due to other commitments, 
Admin Officer Cmdr. George Fisher took the podium and did the 
introductions, leading into the month’s intelligence brief courtesy of the 

Fighting Phoenix of VAQ-128.  This one was particularly unique in that it was “tag team 
intelligence;” squadron AIO Ens. Amanda Snider kicked off the proceedings while CTT2 
Butler wrapped it up. The brief was excellent, as always. 
   Then came the main event, a multi-media presentation by Capt. Winans. His initial tour was 
with the Gunslingers of VA-105, flying ADs out of NAS Cecil Field, followed by a tour at Jax 
with FASRON-6, where he cobbed time in F9F-6s, -8s, 8Ps, ADs and the occasional hop in an 
R4Y (aka Convair’s twin-engine340/440).  After an instructor tour at Whiting Field he went to 
USS Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVA-42) as cats and arresting gear officer, followed by a tour with 
VAW-33 at NAS Quonset Point, flying early warning Spads.  
   Afterwards Gil reported to VA-176 - still flying A-1s - where he participated in USS 
Intrepid’s  (CVS-11) famous “all attack” deployment to the Tonkin Gulf.  The cruise - which 
ran from April to October 1966 and marked the carrier’s first combat since World War II - 
involved CVW-10 with VA-15 and VA-95 flying A-4Bs; VA-165 and VA-176 with A-1Hs; 
and Det 11 of HC-2, equipped with UH-2As and Bs.  
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   As he put it, the combat cruise didn’t “work too well…we quickly figured the Vietnamese 
were shooting at the lead aircraft, so we started rotating the lead, giving some of the JO’s a 
chance to lead strikes.”  This was the cruise where VA-176’s LtJG William Patton managed to 
shoot down a MiG-17 with his Skyraider; Gil added, “When Spads are shooting down MiGs, 
it’s an indication the US Air Force didn’t really have command of the air.”  
   When he came back from a subsequent Med cruise, Gil said he heard rumors of a light attack 
squadron forming for duty in South Vietnam with Fairchild-Pilatus OV-12 Heli-Porters.  The 
aircraft never made it to Vietnam; after Tet, the brownwater Navy asked for more helos, 
couldn’t get them and VAL-4 instead stood up with OV-10s which proved to be a good move 
despite its limitations (such as no air conditioning!).  As XO of VA-43 at NAS Oceana, Winans 
asked for and got the job of building the unit and leading it into combat.  
   Through the rest of this presentation the captain alternated between a video history of the 
Black Ponies and his personal recollections, occasionally assisted by Capt. Jack French, his 
former VA-176 skipper and the man who was originally scheduled to get VAL-4 (he ended up 
on USS Bon Homme Richard instead, one of those “needs of the service” things). He closed by 
admitting that while the OV-10 wasn’t a pretty plane, it had “a functional charm.” Gil added the 
Bronco turned out to be “almost the perfect plane for close air support.”  
    As with most naval aviators, Capt. Winans rated the tour as one of the highlights - if not the 
highlight - of his career, and it certainly showed in his well received talk. Our thanks to the 
captain for taking the time to give the squadron a rare glimpse at one of the lesser-known 
aspects of Naval Aviation during the Vietnam War.  
                        Ranger Mark Morgan 

 
Dues:   It’s that time of year. If you need to 

pay dues, Give $12 to George Fisher 
at the meeting or mail a check to: 

ANA Whidbey Island Squadron 
P.O. Box 1888 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
 

E-Mail Check: We will continue to provide a newsletter to members without E-Mail 
addresses.  However, E-Mail distribution of the newsletter allows the organization to use our 
money for other projects and provides the recipient with a timely notification of upcoming 
events.  
 
Get Well: Gil Winans, local ANA member, speaker at our June luncheon and “man of 
amazing strength” herniated himself lifting a tree. Get well Gil.  Next time, lift that tree in 
smaller sections. 
 
Web Site Reminder: 
As usual, late-breaking information and links to related material can be found on our web site at 
http://www.ANAWhidbey.org 
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